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tillage never was invented on patrician lands; for this
we are indebted to those countries where illustrious birth
vanishes when merit and talents appear.

Abolish, SIRE, those senseless prerogatives which be-
stow great offices on men who, to speak mildly, are not
above mediocrity; and which are the cause that the
greatest number of your subjects take no interest in a
country where they have nothing to hope but fetters and
humiliations. Beware, oh! beware, of that universal ar-
istocracy which is the scourge of monarchical States, even
more than of republics; an aristocracy by which, from
one end of the earth to the other, the human species is
oppressed. It is the interest of the most absolute Monarch
to promulgate the most popular maxims. The people do
not dread and revile Kings; but their Ministers, their
courtiers, their nobles; in a word, the aristocracy. (< OH,
BID THE KING BUT KNOW !>y Thus they exclaim. They
daily invoke the royal authority, and are always ready
to arm it against aristocracy. And whence is the power
of the Prince derived, but from the people; his personal
safety, but from the people; his wealth and splendor,
but from the people; those benedictions which alone can
make him more than mortal, but from the people ? And
who are the enemies of the Sovereign, but the grandees:
the members of the aristocracy, who require the King
should be only THE FIRST AMONG EQUALS, and who, where-
ever they could, have left him no other pre-eminence
than that of rank, reserving power to themselves? By
what strange error does it happen that Kings debase
their friends, whom they deliver up to their enemies?
It is the interest and the will of the people that the
Prince should never be deceived. The interest and the
will of the nobility are the very reverse. The people
are easily satisfied: they give and ask not. Only prevent
indolent pride from bearing too heavily upon them; leave
but the career open which the Supreme Being has pointed
out to them at their birth, and they will not murmur.
Where is the Monarch who could ever satisfy the noble,
the rich, the great ? Do they ever cease to ask ? Will
they ever cease ?

SIRE, equality of rights among those who support theesmen, husbandmen, or liberal professions, that do not appertain
